Content Guidelines for the ARRA Citizen-Centric Report

Reports should be limited to two pages and should include the following information presented in the order provided below:

Goals—Explain the purpose of the Recovery Act and your general goals or guiding principles in using the money.

Projected Recovery Act Dollars Spent—Include a chart or graph depicting dollars received directly from the federal government and those passed through from some other entity, such as the state government, by year spent from FY 2009 through FY 2016. 

Recovery Act Dollars at Work—Include a table depicting categories in which dollars will be spent from FY 2009 through FY 2016. The data should be rank ordered from the most dollars received to the least. Categories are likely to include Education, Transportation and Infrastructure, Health and Wellness, but will vary from jurisdiction to jurisdiction. Job creation and retention figures should be included where appropriate.

Projects Funded—List projects funded with Recovery Act dollars. Include the purpose of the project, the amount spent on the project and, if applicable, the location of the project.

Selected Recovery Act Performance Measures—Report on nonfinancial outcomes (not inputs or outputs) for a number of the government’s key missions and services to be funded with Recovery dollars. This should include targets and actual outcomes.  For instance, the target may have been to purchase 40 new buses, while 20 were actually purchased. If targets were not achieved, briefly explain why.

Web Links—Include links that citizens can use to access additional information about recovery act spending.

