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Nashville Notes

President 's Let terW hat 's Inside

Jennifer  Garout t e 2019-2020 
Chapt er  President

Since our last  newslet ter, the weather has changed 
and the leaves are falling. I?m glad we have ended 
our record-breaking st reak of  90 -degree weather. 
Bring on the jackets, coats, hats, gloves, and 
scarves! Seriously, bring them!  We are collect ing 
them for Samaritan Minist ries.  

In all seriousness, each month I receive several 
e-mails f rom AGA Nat ional. This month?s topics 
included leadership, recruit ing, and succession 
planning. One quote really st ruck a chord with me.

  ?Serving others prepares you to lead others.?
 ? Jim George

The quote had me thinking about  how our Chapter 
gives back to our community not  only by 
part icipat ing in community service projects but  also 
by developing leaders for our community through 
these projects. I have been honored to meet  and 
serve along-side of  so many leaders through my 
AGA involvement ! 
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As we head into the holiday season, I hope to see 
you at  one of  our upcoming events! 

Please join me at  our November meet ing where 
Daniel Porter, Senior Invest igator for the 
Comptroller?s Off ice, Division of  Invest igat ions 
will talk to us about  adventures with bears, f ried 
chicken, and a jeep and how it  relates to f raud.  

Unt il next  month,  

Jennifer 

CGFM Beta Exams 
are LIVE!! 

Nat ional AGA is of fering 
CGFM candidates the 
following incent ives to take 
the Beta exams in 
September and October:

- Discounted exam cost       

($100  per exam, take 

all 3 and save $75!) 

- Schedule your exam in      

September or October 

and receive FREE 

online access to the 

updated CGFM Study 

Guides!  

- Scores will not  be 

immediately provided; 

candidates will receive 

score results by Dec. 

31, 2019

President 's Let ter ...
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AGA Webinars

Et hics

November 20 , 2019

William R. Snodgrass, TN Tower 

1:00PM - 2:50PM

Int ernal Cont rol

December 11, 2019

William R. Snodgrass, TN Tower 

1:00PM - 2:50PM

Uniform Guidance

January 8 , 2020

William R. Snodgrass, TN Tower 

1:00PM - 2:50PM

GASB  Update

February 5, 2020

William R. Snodgrass, TN Tower 

1:00PM - 2:50PM

Cybersecurit y

March 25, 2020

William R. Snodgrass, TN Tower 

1:00PM - 2:50PM

Dat a  Act

April 22,  2020

William R. Snodgrass, TN Tower 

1:00PM - 2:50PM

Fraud/Dat a Analyt ics

May 25, 2020

William R. Snodgrass, TN Tower 

1:00PM - 2:50PM

Leadership
June 10 ,  2020
William R. Snodgrass, TN Tower 
1:00PM - 2:50PM

20 19-20 20

Luncheon Dates

November 4, 2019

December 2, 2019

January 6, 2020

February 3, 2020

March 9, 2020

April 13, 2020

May 11, 2020

20 19-20 20

CEC Meet ing Dates

October 30 , 2019

November 25, 2019

December 18, 2019

January 29, 2020

March 4, 2020

April 8 , 2020

April 29, 2020
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Mrs. Mary A. Agib, Legislat ive Audit or  

Ms. Kat hy A. Grant , Legislat ive Audit or  

Ms. Mary A. Hagan, Legislat ive Audit or  

Ms. Ajoi Wallace-McFarland, Account ant    

Membership 
Commit tee
  

Recruit ing New Members
 

As of  our October luncheon, our 

membership count  was 326, just  74 

short  of  our goal of  400  for January 1!  

Current ly, we have twelve people in 

the running for the $100  Prize in our 

local recruit ing compet it ion to 

sponsor the most  people between 

May 1 and December 31!  That  means 

everyone st ill has a chance to win!  

Cont inue to share the benef its of  AGA 

membership with your coworkers and 

acquaintances. Sponsors receive 

three points and a $10  gif t  card! 

New  Members
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We are looking for volunteers to work the 
concession stands at  the Tennessee Titans 
game on:

11/10  ? Tit ans vs. Chiefs 

The Legends Organizat ion that  sponsors 
the volunteers to work the games would 
like the volunteers to become ABC 
cert if ied considering the concession stand 
does sell alcohol.  If  they are already 
cert if ied, then they are good for three 
years af ter their init ial cert if icat ion date.  
There are many ways to become ABC 
cert if ied. 

If  interested, please contact : 

Chase Tramel 
(Chase.Tramel@cot .tn.gov)

Kat ie Armstrong 
(Kat ie.Armstrong@cot .tn.gov)

Volunteers Needed
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 Com m it t ee l ist ing
Young Professionals

Organizes events for 
members in the first few 
years of their careers. 

Educat ion

Organizes our annual training 
seminar in January/February.  
This includes recruiting and 
scheduling speakers for the 
seminar.  Also organizes local 
participation in Webinars 
hosted by the National Office.

   

Awards

This committee creates 
nominations for National 
Awards as well as awarding 
local chapter scholarships.  
We provide at least 2 
scholarships annually and 
this committee reviews the 
scholarship applications and 
decides on the recipients. 

  

Mem bership

Recruits and retains 
members. 

Finance 

Collects money at monthly 
luncheons, prepares annual 
history report, and local 
chapter tax forms. 

Webm ast er  Maintains the 
website content and listserv. 

Account abil i t y & Out reach   
Prepares annual 
Citizen-Centric Report (CCR) 
and recruits other agencies to 
prepare CCRs. 

Meet ings & At t endance 
Organizes monthly Chapter 
Executive Committee and 
chapter luncheons.  Keeps up 
with those who sign up and 
attend meetings.  Also assists 
the Education committee with 
rosters for meetings that 
provide CPE training.   

  

Program  

Recruits speakers for monthly 
lunches and organizes annual 
social events. 

Corporat e Sponsorship 

Recruits sponsors for events.  
So far, most of our sponsors 
have been for the Winter 
Seminar in January or 
February.  

 

Com m unit y Service 
Coordinates and organizes 
monthly community service 
projects throughout the 
program year.   

  

Com m unicat ion 

Publishes the monthly 
newsletter and maintains 
social media presence. 

Cont act   
Jennifer .Garout t e@cot .t n.gov 
or the committee chairs to 
volunteer! Visit our website 
and click on "Chapter 
Leadership."

?Serving others 

prepares you to lead 

others.?

 ? Jim George
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November Luncheon Speaker

Daniel Port er, CFE 
Senior Invest igator 

Tennessee Comptroller of  the Treasury 
Division of  Invest igat ions 

Bears Will Be Bears ? Fraudsters Too 

Bears are intelligent  and mot ivated to f ind food.  When I lef t  some fried chicken in my Jeep while 
in Gat linburg, a bear tore a hole in the top and ate the chicken and part  of  my Jeep.  He was just  a 
bear being a bear.  I?m responsible because I lef t  the chicken in the Jeep and gave him the 
opportunity.  Similarly, people are intelligent  and mot ivated to survive.  If  we give them 
opportunity by not  implement ing good internal controls, they will take our assets.  

This session reviews the invest igat ion of  the former director of  a local conference center who 
took advantage of  lax internal controls and stole $31,000 .  She was just  a f raudster being a 
f raudster. 

Daniel 

Daniel Porter, CFE, has conducted and managed civil and criminal invest igat ions for over 20  years 
as a licensed private invest igator, a loss prevent ion manager, and as an  invest igat ions manager 
with the State of  Tennessee. Current ly, he is a senior invest igator in the Off ice of  the Comptroller 
of  the Treasury, of  the State of  Tennessee where he invest igates f raud involving public funds.  

He is a Cum Laude graduate f rom Middle Tennessee State University's Criminal Just ice Program 
and a CFE.  He has provided t raining at  AGA, AASHTO, CFE, GFOA, IIA, IIMC, P2F2, and NASACT 
conferences in the United States and Canada as well as for governmental agencies and 
professional organizat ions in various states including the Tennessee Bureau of  Invest igat ion, the 
Kentucky League of  Cit ies, the Wyoming Associat ion of  Municipal Clerks and Treasurers, the 
Indiana CPA Society, the Oregon Society of  CPAs, and the Florida Inst itute of  CPAs. He is a guest  
lecturer at  Middle Tennessee State University and the Vanderbilt  University School of  Law.  
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Upcoming Communit y Service Event
It's so hot right now.

Wat ch your  em ail for  upcom ing donat ion locat ions and addit ional det ails.
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Nat ional Leadership Awards

These awards, present ed annually at  AGA's Nat ional Leadership Training (NLT), 
pr im ar ily recognize individuals for  t heir  cont r ibut ion t o t he governm ent  f inancial 
m anagem ent  profession. Nom inat ion form s are online and are due Novem ber  30, 
2019. Please cont act  t he chairs of  t he Awards Com m it t ee for  m ore inform at ion or  t o 
suggest  a nom inat ion. 

- Elm er  St aat s Award (federal) 
- Dist inguished Federal Leadership Award (federal) 
- Excellence in Governm ent  Leadership Award (st at e/ local) 
- Wil l iam  R. Snodgrass Dist inguished Leadership Award (st at e) 
- Dist inguished Local Governm ent  Leadership Award (local) 
- Andy Bar r  Award (pr ivat e sect or ) 
- Pr ivat e Sect or  Financial Excellence Award (pr ivat e sect or )

LUNCHEON/ CEC 
MINUTES

To read the minutes from the 

most  recent  CEC and 

luncheon meet ing, please 

visit  the chapter website at  

www.nashvil leaga.org. The 

luncheon minutes w il l be 

presented for approval at  the 

next  business meet ing 

scheduled for the next  

program year.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

From  t im e t o t im e 

depar t m ent s forward job 

oppor t unit ies t o t he 

Websit e Com m it t ee, which 

are post ed for  m em bers 

convenience. If  you are 

int erest ed in new  job 

of fer ings or  know som eone 

who is, go t o t h is l ink  for  

det ailed inform at ion 

ht t p:/ / nashvil leaga.org 

/ jobs.ht m l 

EDITOR'S CORNER 

We t ruly enjoy reading 

ar t icles subm it t ed f rom  our  

m em bership. Please share 

your  t hought s and ideas or  

int erest ing news w it h us by 

subm it t ing your  ar t icle t o 

Br it t .Wood@com cast .net  no 

lat er  t han Novem ber  15, 

2019 for  t he next  edit ion of  

our  newslet t er . If  you have 

any quest ions, please let  

m e know. 
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Chapt er  Address: 

AGA Nashvil le Chapt er  

PO Box 198025 Nashvil le, TN 37219 

Visit  t he Nashvil le Chapt er  websit e at  
www.nashvil leaga.org 

Off icers

President  
Jennifer Garoutte, CFE, CGFM 
(615) 401-7950
 Jennifer.Garoutte@cot.tn.gov 

President -Elect  
Rachelle Cabading, CGFM
(615) 401-7841 
Rachelle.Cabading@cot.tn.gov 

Im m ediat e Past  President  
Michael Winston, CGFM 
(615) 806-0521 M
ichael.Winston@tn.gov

Secret ary 
Donna Jewell, CPA, CFE
(615) 747-5276 
Donna.Jewell@cot.tn.gov 

Treasurer
Nichole Curtiss Crittenden, 
CGFM, CFE 
(615) 401-7947 
Nichole.Crittenden@cot.tn.gov  

Treasurer -Elect
Katie Armstrong
(615) 747-8801 
Katie.Armstrong@cot.tn.gov  

Two-Year  Direct ors

Nathan Abbott, CISA, CFE, EA 
(615) 401-7842 
Nathan.Abbott@cot.tn.gov 

Terry Burr 
(615) 741-3261
Terry.Burr@tn.gov

Bridget Carver 
(615) 401-7959 
Bridget.Carver@cot.tn.gov 

Maria McCormick
mccormick_maria@hotmail.com 

Alexander Warns, CPA 
(615) 741-0578 
Alexander.Warns@tn.gov  

One-Year  Direct ors

Melissa Boaz, CGFM, CPA, CFE, 
CGMA 
(615) 747-8801 
Melissa.Boaz@cot.tn.gov 

LoriAnn Davis
(615) 532-2391 
LoriAnn.E.Davis@tn.gov 

Melissa Lahue, CGFM 
(615) 741-2179 
Melissa.Lahue@tn.gov
 
Mary Anne Queen, CGFM, CFE 
(615) 401-7756 
Mary.Anne.Queen@cot.tn.gov 

Drew Sadler, CGFM 
615-747-5268 
Drew.Sadler@cot.tn.gov  

Contact  Us

For a list of all Chapter Leadership for the 2019-2020 Program Year visit:

https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Nashville-Chapter/Our-Chapter/Chapter-Leadership.aspx


