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Welcome to the AGA Baton
Rouge Newsletter, your
premier source for staying
connected and informed in the
dynamic realm of government
financial management!

AUGUST 2024

UPCOMING WEBINARS 
& EVENTS!

(PG. 12)

AGA is the association that connects and
empowers professionals who support
government, from financial
management to IT, human resources,
cybersecurity and more, to advance
good government initiatives, grow their
expertise and accelerate their careers!

VISIT OUR WEBPAGE!
Email us at batonrougeaga@gmail.com
Follow us on all Social Media Platforms Here!
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Dear AGA Members and Friends,

I hope this message finds you well and as energized as I am after our recent AGA
conference in Denver! It was an incredible experience filled with networking opportunities,
engaging sessions, and memorable social events. One of the most significant moments
was witnessing the passing presidential torch to Frank Petersen, who I am confident will
lead us to even greater heights. Frank brings a wealth of knowledge and passion to this
role, and I am excited to see the positive impact he will make in our community.

As we look ahead, I want to highlight an exciting upcoming event: the Professional
Development Training (PDT) hosted with our New Orleans chapter on November 14th,
from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM. This will be an excellent opportunity for continued learning and
networking. The event promises to be an enriching experience, with sessions designed to
enhance your skills and knowledge in the ever-evolving field of government finance. Please
keep an eye out for more information on how to register in the coming days. You’ll find the
event flyer attached to this newsletter for more details.

On a lighter note, as we gear up for football season, we’ve included a sports schedule in
this issue to help you keep track of all the exciting games ahead. Whether you're cheering
for your favorite college team or your hometown heroes in the NFL, I hope you enjoy the
season’s action.

Thank you for your continued support of AGA. Let’s keep the momentum going as we enter
this next chapter of growth and learning together.

Warm regards,
Miranda Maten
President, Baton Rouge AGA
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Tiffani Dorsa, CPA
Immediate Past Chapter President
Tiffani Dorsa, CPA, is the Immediate Past Chapter President
for AGA Baton Rouge, bringing over 18 years of experience to
her role. She specializes in working with not-for-profit and
governmental industries, particularly entities receiving
federal and state assistance. Tiffani is highly familiar with
governmental auditing standards, OMB Circular A-133
(Single Audit requirements), and state regulations
pertaining to quasi-public entities.

Jordan Sandwisch
Treasurer
Jordan Sandwisch is a seasoned professional in the world of
finance and auditing, currently serving as the Manager of
Audit Assurance at EisnerAmper. With a strong background
in accounting and a sharp eye for detail, Jordan brings
extensive expertise to his role. Holding a CPA credential, he
demonstrates a commitment to excellence in his field.
Jordan is known for his meticulous approach to financial
analysis and his ability to provide valuable insights to
clients. His dedication to ensuring accuracy and
compliance makes him a trusted advisor in the realm of
audit assurance. Outside of his professional endeavors,
Jordan enjoys staying active in his community and pursuing
personal interests.
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Ramona Harris
Director of Education
State Employee for 22 years where she has worked in finance the
majority of the time for various State Agencies. She is currently
employed at the Louisiana Department of Health-Office of Public
Health Laboratory serving as the Manager over Business Operations.
She holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Management from Upper Iowa
University and a MBA from Louisiana State University-Shreveport. In
addition to her degrees, she also is a Certified Lean Six Sigma Green
Belt, Graduate of the Leadership Development Institute, Graduate of
the Visionary Leadership Academy, and served the past 2 years as a
Mentor for the OPH Mentorship Academy. Outside of work she serves
on the Financial Council for Junior League of Baton Rouge, for which
she has been a member since 2018.

Barbara Aguilard
Secretary
Serving as the Budget Director for the Department of
Transportation and Development (DOTD) for the past eight years,
Barbara has garnered extensive experience in navigating the
intricate landscape of governmental budgets. At the heart of
Barbara’s professional philosophy is a commitment to innovation
and continuous improvement. She is driven by a desire to create
easier, more effective ways of accomplishing tasks and
overcoming challenges. By fostering a culture of innovation and
embracing technology, she strives to empower her team and
enhance organizational effectiveness. Currently serving as the
Interim Deputy Undersecretary, Barbara remains steadfast in her
dedication to driving positive change and optimizing performance
within the department.
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Sarah Wade
Awards & Scholarship Chair
Sarah Wade is a dynamic and driven budget analyst with 5 years
of state government experience in accounting and budgeting. Her
expertise is in budget analysis from departments such as
education and transportation. Sarah received her accounting
degree from Southern University in 2018 and her MBA from Grand
Canyon University in 2021. Outside of her professional endeavors,
Sarah enjoys volunteering. She volunteers with Advance. Grow.
Accelerate (AGA) and Volunteer Income Tax Assistance(VITA). She
started volunteering with AGA in 2016 and Vita in 2020. Helping
people achieve their goals and grow is what she loves to do.
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Haiyan QiHaiyan Qi
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Don C. JohnsonDon C. Johnson
Courtney McKnightCourtney McKnight

Frank L. RobertsFrank L. Roberts
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JOIN THE BATON ROUGE AGA
CHAPTER LEADERSHIP BOARD!
Are you an AGA Member eager to make a difference in your
community? Here's your chance! The Baton Rouge Chapter is
seeking dedicated individuals to join our Leadership Board.
Whether you're a seasoned professional or a college student
seeking valuable internship experience, we welcome you to be
part of our dynamic team.
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Considering a career in government financial management? Want to meet government
professionals in the federal, state, or local government levels? 
Join AGA for FREE! Student membership in AGA provides you access to resources to
develop your skills and expand your knowledge. Become a part of AGA to build
professional connections and discover your future career while positively impacting your
community and country.

‘Accountability Talks’
Podcast & Guest

Speakers

Academic
scholarships, National
Collegiate Leadership

Scholarship,
Government Finance

Case Challenge,
Datathon 

Mentoring Programs
& Local Chapters

StudentStudent

OpportunitiesOpportunities
MembershipMembership
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www.agacgfm.org
Visit Our Website to Learn More!
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ACCOUNTABILITY TALKS ACCOUNTABILITY TALKS 
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About the HostAbout the Host

https://soundcloud.com/user-478171638
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RECAPRECAPRECAP

Can't visit Denver without aCan't visit Denver without a
Red Rocks stop with theRed Rocks stop with the

Premier Group Team!Premier Group Team!

Spotted Chewbacca at AGASpotted Chewbacca at AGA
PDT! Guess he’s crunchingPDT! Guess he’s crunching

numbers now!numbers now!

AGA Baton Rouge Chapter President,AGA Baton Rouge Chapter President,
Miranda Maten, connecting with fellowMiranda Maten, connecting with fellow

Chapter Members at the AGA PDT!Chapter Members at the AGA PDT!
Miranda alongside former PresidentsMiranda alongside former Presidents
Virginia Robinson and Evelyn Brown.Virginia Robinson and Evelyn Brown.

MirandaMiranda    with Premier Group’swith Premier Group’s
Growth Strategist, BrentGrowth Strategist, Brent

Simpson, and Area 4 Director,Simpson, and Area 4 Director,
Nicole Boswell.Nicole Boswell.

The AGA Baton Rouge Chapter had a fantastic time at the AGA PDT! It
was a pleasure to connect with other Chapter members and

professionals, fostering valuable relationships and exchanging ideas that
will benefit the chapter and the broader community. The event was a
wonderful opportunity to strengthen connections and grow together.
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Upcoming
Webinars & Events

You Do Not Want to Miss Out!

Discover a pathway to professional
excellence with AGA's exclusive

professional development sessions,
designed to elevate your skills and

knowledge Don't miss this opportunity to
unlock your full potential and propel your

career forward – join us for these
enriching sessions!
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M E M B E R S  &  N O N M E M B E R S  W E L C O M E !

E A R N  C P E  
C R E D I T S !
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Internal Fraud
Prevention Training

Date: September 19-20, 2024
Time: 8:30 AM. - 3:45 PM ET
Place: Washington D.C. or Virtual

Ronald Reagan Building and International
Trade Center

CPEs Earned: 14

The Internal Control & Fraud Prevention Training
focuses on management’s responsibility for ensuring
good systems of internal control, and the role of
accountability professionals to minimize the risk of
fraud, waste and abuse. Leaders in government and
private industry discuss the latest discovery
techniques, lessons learned and how governments
are cooperating to improve services to citizens.

National Events

Click Here to Register Now!Click Here to Register Now!

Click Here to Learn More!Click Here to Learn More!

VISIT OUR WEBPAGE!
Email us at batonrougeaga@gmail.com
Follow us on all Social Media Platforms Here!

https://rrbitc.com/
https://rrbitc.com/
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National Events

Free For Members!
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Technology
Transformation Summit

TTS 2024 will bring together more than 1,000
government leaders and industry experts to
discuss the transformation of mission
delivery throught IT innovation, personnel,
security and cloud technology. Digital
transformation is now, more than ever, a
critical aspect of efficient, effective mission
performance in government.

Registration & Fees

Click Here to Register Now!

Date: Wednesday, November 6, 2024
Time: 

Place: 1300 Pennsylvania Ave NW,

Washington DC, 20004
CPEs Earned:  5

Click Here to Learn More!

https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Baton-Rouge-Chapter/Home.aspx
https://linktr.ee/agaphiladelphiachapter
https://linktr.ee/batonrougeaga
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National Events Webinar: 
Communications

Wednesday, September 25, 2024
2:00–3:50 PM ET | 2 CPEs | FOS:

COMS
Program Level: Overview

Prerequisite: None
Advance Preparation: None

required
Field of Study: Communications

and Marketing (COMS)

Click Here to Register Now!

FREE Members Only 
Webinar

Wednesday, October 9, 2024
2:00–3:15 PM ET | 1.5 CPEs | FOS: PD

Program Level: Overview
Prerequisite: None

Advance Preparation: None
required

Field of Study: Personal
Development (PD)

Click Here to Register Now!

Webinar: 
Uniform Guidance & GA

Wednesday, October 16, 2024
2:00–3:50 PM ET | 2 CPEs | FOS: AUDG

Program Level: Overview
Prerequisite: None

Advance Preparation: None required
Field of Study: Auditing - Governmental (AUDG)

Click Here to Register Now!

https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Baton-Rouge-Chapter/Home.aspx
https://linktr.ee/agaphiladelphiachapter
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National Events Webinar: 
Ethics

Friday, November 13, 2024
2:00–3:50 PM ET | 2 CPEs | FOS: BETH

Program Level: Overview
Prerequisite: None

Advance Preparation: None
required

Field of Study: Behavioral Ethics
(BETH)

Click Here to Register Now!

Webinar: 
Internal Control

Wednesday, December 4, 2024
2:00–3:50 PM ET | 2 CPEs | FOS: AUDG

Program Level: Overview
Prerequisite: None

Advance Preparation: None required
Field of Study: Auditing -

Governmental (AUDG)

Click Here to
Register Now!

FREE Members Only Webinar
Wednesday, December 11, 2024

2:00–3:15 PM ET | 1.5 CPEs | FOS: PD
Program Level: Overview

Prerequisite: None
Advance Preparation: None required
Field of Study: Personal Development

(PD)

Click Here to Register Now!
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Future Professional Development
Trainings (PDT)

Save the Date for AGA's future Professional Development
Training (PDT) events!

Nashville, Tennessee
July 27-30, 2025
Gaylord Opryland Hotel

Dallas, Texas
July 26-29, 2026
Gaylord Texan Hotel

Chicago, Illinois
July 18-21, 2027
Hyatt Regency Chicago
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