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Happy Thanksgiving, 

It has been a very busy month; I can’t believe Thanksgiving is 
Thursday already. Thank you to Jason Katigbak, our guest 
presenter and Past President, for sharing his experience and 
expertise in enterprise resource planning.  A shout out to our 
many contributors for our donation fund drives last month.  We 
collected $734.25 after fees.   

Our Community Service Directors Margie and Vanessa will share 
how our funds were distributed and about our contribution to the 
Salvation Army as we will not be able to do the kettle bell ringing.   

Please join us next month for our December 23rd Social Gathering. 
The Young Professionals committee is planning fun activities to 
get us into the holiday spirit and has some prizes. Also, our 
Accountability Chair, Dr. Doreen Crisostomo will be recognizing 
entities that have consistently published their annual “Citizen-
Centric Report”.  We invested in beautiful plaques to award these 
standout organizations, be sure to check their CCRs out.  
 
In January, we will continue our 50th Anniversary activities by 
Recognizing the Present with a “Who’s Who in Government 
Accountability” -- publication of the biographies of government 
professionals whose mission is to advance government 
accountability. We will recognize individuals in GovGuam 
accounting, auditing, budgeting, finance, contract management, 
program management, grants management, and 
academia.  Don’t forget to help in our recruitment efforts, our 
goal is 50 new members.    
  

I want to close with a quote, from Mr. Fred Rodgers (“Won’t you 

Southern hills of Guam  
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I want to close with a quote, from Mr. Fred Rodgers (“Won’t you be my neighbor,” with his friendly face and calm voice) 
with the holiday season here, "There are three ways to ultimate success: The first way is to be kind. The second way is 
to be kind. The third way is to be kind."  

Thank you and stay safe. Remember to always be kind. 

 

 
Best regards, 
Pilar Pangelinan 
Chapter President 

 

Invitation to join  
Invitation Message 

 
Hafa adai!  
 
The UOG BA441-01 Operations and Project Management class 
invites you to the Meeting with Great Minds: Leadership in 
Project Management webinar conference on December 7, 
2020 from 8:30am-12pm via Zoom. We will be discussing 
topics such as leadership in times of crisis, the value of 
certification, as well as project management with several 
prominent guest speakers.  
 
If you are interested in attending, please email Elias Guerrero 
at guerrero10947@gotritons.uog.edu to register. 

Thank you Donors! 
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Date Tentative Topic 
07/22/2020 GGRF / My Total Retirement  
08/26/2020 Overview / Challenges in GovGuam’s Procurement 

– To be rescheduled 
09/23/2020 Government Accounting and Auditing Updates  
10/28/2020 Candidate Forum Senator / Congress  
11/25/2020 ERP Computer Software and Application 
12/23/2020 AGA Christmas Party (coordinated by our Young 

Professionals Committee) 
01/27/2021 Robotics Process Automation / Blockchain 
02/24/2021 Tax Updates / What You Should Know for Tax Year 

2020 
03/24/2021 CGFM Month / Professional Development 
04/28/2021 Economic Outlook / State of Our Island’s Economy 
05/26/2021 Ethics in Government / Increasing Trust in Our 

Government 
06/23/2021 Oath of Office / End of Year Celebration 

As the island continues to get through this pandemic safely, we will continue to host Zoom meetings to ensure 
safety of our members and speakers.  Meetings are held every fourth Wednesday of the month at 12 noon.  

Meeting invites will be sent to members at least two weeks in advance.   
 

CEC Meetings are held every second Wednesday of the month at noon.  If you are interested in joining 
discussions for Chapter events or joining a committee, feel free to contact Pilar Pangelinan.  
 

The AGA Guam Chapter will be holding its November 
2020 General Membership Meeting on Wednesday, 
November 25, 2020 via Zoom at 12:00 p.m.  

Our November guest Speaker is Jason Katigbak, IP&E 
Holdings LLC (Shell Guam) Deputy Chief Financial 
Officer regarding "ERP Implementation from a 
Finance Perspective - Takeaways and Critical Success 
Factors".  

One (1) CPE will be provided for all attendees. 

Presented are the dates of the upcoming General 
Membership Meetings and the tentative topics to be 
covered.  Please note these are planned topics, subject 
to the availability of speakers, and may change.  Our goal 
is to offer CPEs at these meetings. 
 

Email reminders will be sent prior to the meetings and 
will indicate the confirmed speaker and subject matter 
to be covered.  

 

Should you have any questions or have any 
recommendations, please contact Program Director Dr. 
Doreen Crisostomo or President Pilar Pangelinan.  We 
welcome your feedback and look forward to hearing 
from you. 
 

25 



 

4 
 

 

  

Honoring Our Past 
2020 Prof. John M. Phillips Excellence in 
Government Accountability Award (September 
2020)  
Legacy of the AGA Guam Publication (April 2021) 

Recognizing Our Present 
Who’s Who in Government Accountability 
(December 2020  moved to January 2021) 
Recognition of entities for their Citizen-Centric 
Reports (CCRs) (November 2020  to be 
presented in December 2020) 
Recognition of AGA Guam Chapter’s Certified 
Government Financial Managers (CGFMs) (March 
2021) 

Preparing For Our Future 
GovGuam 50 Under 40: Emerging Leaders in the 
Government of Guam (October 2020)  
Awarding recipients of the Herminia Dierking 
Scholarship (UOG) and the AGA Guam Chapter 
Scholarship (GCC) (October 2020  and February 
2021) 
Hosting the 2021 Virtual Guam Professional 
Development Conference (May 2021) 

Guam Professional Development Conference Survey 
We will be holding our 2021 Virtual Guam Professional 
Development Conference on May 24 - 28, 2021. As we 
continue to plan this virtual conference, we would like 
to ask for your assistance in taking our survey. The 
survey is set to where your answers will not be 
published nor will you be required to enter any 
identifiable information. The link to the survey is: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2BXZ86P. 

The deadline for responses is Monday, November 30, 
2020.  

We look forward to your support in taking our 
survey. 

Click here 
to view the  
50 Under 40: 
Emerging  
Leaders in the  
Government 
Of Guam  
publication. 



 ’

Upcoming Events 

GPDC Planning Meetings are held every second Saturday of the month at 2pm via Zoom.  Please contact our Rodalyn 
Gerardo, Education Director, for more information.  
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Todd S. SmiTh, CPA 
Todd S. SmiTh CPA 

Friendly Reminder… 
Be sure to update your member profile for any changes in 
personal, work, and contact information.  This will ensure 
you receive all your benefits and notifications. 

JAneT L. TAiTAno-Arroyo 
GuAm WATerWorkS AuThoriTy 

dAniCA Anne i. BATAC 
reSeArCh CorPorATion of The uoG 

kAyo ikehATA 
deLoiTTe And TouChe LLP 
 

emi kondo 
deLoiTTe And TouChe LLP 
 

JAneT TerLAJe diriGe 
uoG - reSeArCh & SPonSored ProGrAmS 

LArriSA A. LArSon 
norThern mAriAnAS CoLLeGe 

Happy Veteran’s Day 
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Meet our member… Name, nickname, designations 

 Pamela Peralta Taitano, Ed.D. 

Why did you join AGA?  

To enhance my professional 
knowledge and network 

What do you like most about being 
in AGA? 

Professional development and 
networking  

Tell us a bit about yourself? 

I have lived in Guam for the past 9 
years, working in federal 
programs 

What do you like most about what 
you do?  

Assisting our University faculty 
and staff with their grant 
endeavors for our region 

Interesting fact about yourself...  

I speak 5 languages 

Three words to describe yourself 

Reflective; open-minded; 
adventurous 

If you didn't get into accounting, 
what job would you have done?   

I am not designated as an 
"accountant" by trade, but I have 
learned to appreciate the 
necessity of understanding the 
nuances of accounting principles 
and governance 

 
Give 3 favorites (song, food, and movie; or show, color, 
holiday; or any mix of favorites)  

I love to watch documentary; read biographies; and try 
new cuisines 

Advice to members to get the most out of their 
membership. 

To learn from others and be open to change 
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Name, nickname, designations 

Ellaine Grace B. Santayana, LHENG, 
Tariff Technician 

Why did you join AGA? 

Joining AGA will be a lot of help for 
me in terms of networking 
opportunities, access to some 
trainings and most specially to meet 
and learn from other people that 
will help and advance my career. 

What do you like most about being 
in AGA? 

That I can interact with other 
people with the same field of 
interest and the privileged access to 
some conference that can build my 
skills. 

 

Meet our member… Tell us a bit about yourself? 

I migrated to Guam 4 years ago, I 
earned my bachelor’s degree in the 
Philippines and I’m working at Port 
Authority of Guam as Tariff 
Technician. 

What do you like most about what 
you do? 

I like how I learned the Port’s operation, 
every day is always a challenging for me 
because I always want myself to 
become better and effective for what I 
am doing. 

Interesting fact about yourself...  

I love cooking, that is my stress reliever. 
Three words to describe yourself 

Friendly, Simple and Humble. 

If you didn't get into accounting, what job would you have 
done? 

Maybe I am a Pastry Chef right now. 

Give 3 favorites (song, food, and movie; or show, color, 
holiday; or any mix of favorites) 

My favorite food is Kare- Kare, you are the reason by 
Calum Scott is my favorite song, Yellow and Purple for my 
favorite color and nothing hill for the movie. 

Advice to members to get the most out of their 
membership. 

I just join AGA so maybe my advice is to attend the 
meetings to be able to learn from the guest speakers, build 
your skills and for career advancement as well. There’s a 
lot of privileged and resources that AGA has to offer.  
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Get started on your 

CGFM 
today! 

Learn more about the value and 
benefits of CGFM through a short 
video here.  

Get started today! 
www.agacgfm.org/CGFM 

What if I request for an eligibility extension and I have not passed any exams?   
Extensions will not be granted to individuals who have not passed at least one of the CGFM examinations. 
 
What does the AGA Code of Ethics cover?   
The AGA members and non-members who hold the Certified Government Financial Manager certification exercise the 
highest quality of performance and help earn and maintain public confidence in the accountability profession.  The 
Chapter’s Code of Ethics (the Code) sets a minimum standard of behavior and creates an expectation that AGA 
members and non-member CGFMs will conduct themselves in an ethical and professional manner. AGA members and 
non-member CGFMs agree to adhere to the Code of Ethics. The Code consists of Four Principles with underlying rules 
supporting each Principle. 

Principle 1: AGA Members and CGFMs Shall Serve and Support the Public Interest. 
Principle 2: AGA Members and CGFMs Shall Maintain the Highest Standards of Professionalism and Integrity. 
Principle 3: AGA Members and CGFMs Shall Remain Objective in Carrying Out their Duties and Responsibilities. 
Principle 4: AGA Members and CGFMs Shall Carefully Maintain and Protect Confidential Information. 

 
Who does the Code of Ethics apply to?   
The Code of Ethics applies to AGA members and non-member CGFMs.  They also apply to CGFM candidates.  
 
What do I need to have before I can take the CGFM examinations?    
To take any of the CGFM examinations, candidates must have a bachelor's degree from an accredited college or 
university. 
 
What university will be accepted for my CGFM application?  
Your degree must be from a U.S. college or university, accredited by one of the regional or national accrediting 
agencies recognized by the U.S. Department of Education. The college or university must have been accredited at the 
time your degree was conferred. 

Did You Know… 
CGFM Edition  3 of 10 
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RESOURCES 
and other member  

benefits 
… free learning opportunities throughout the year. Members-
only webinars are one hour long and offer one CPE. 

 

The following is a summary of a few of the many helpful resources 
available on AGA National’s website. 

Free Members-Only Webinars 

Need CPEs? 
Aside from the free members-only webinars, AGA National offers at 
cost (discounted for members), the following: 

 Journal CPE Online Quizzes 
 Self-Learning Training 
 Discounted CPEs from Becker Professional Education 

Resources 
 Webinars 
 Other in-person events 

Refer to the Trainings & Events page on AGA National’s website.  
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GASB Proposes New Lease Accounting Guidance For Federal Entities 
 
On November 17, 2020, the Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) issued an 
exposure draft of proposed implementation guidance on a number of topics, including leases 
and fiduciary activities. 
 
The Implementation Guidance Update - 2021 contains Q&A guidance addressing the 
application of GASB standards primarily on lease accounting and fiduciary activities. It also 
proposes amendments to some previously issued implementation guidance. 
 
When GASB proposes new or updated guidance, it’s based on: 
 
 Application issues are raised during due process on GASB statements; 

 
 Questions the board receives throughout the year, primarily from governments and 

auditors; and, 
 
 Topics identified by members of the Governmental Accounting Standards Advisory 

Council and other stakeholders. 
 
The board is looking for stakeholder feedback on the proposed guidance by Feb. 15, 2021. 
Details on how to comment are included at the beginning of the exposure draft. 
 
Copy of the Implementation Guidance Update - 2021 can be obtained in the GASB website 
www.gasb.org/exposure-documents. 
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* Note these agencies have had their CCRs reviewed and awarded, others 
may be pending review.  For CCRs submitted to National click here.   

Happy Thanksgiving! 
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