Washington DC Chapter e P.O. Box 423 e Washington, D.C. 20044-0423 e 703.758.4080 e May 2001

Inside:
Page 2: President’'s Message

Page 3: Inside the Black Box

Upcoming Events:

May 22-23, 2001: “Financial Sys-
tems in Transition” at the Holiday Inn
on the Hill (see insert).

June 30, 2001: National Executive
Committee Meeting, Boston, Mass.

July 2-6, 2001: AGA’s 50th Annual
Professional Development Confer-
ence & Exposition, Boston, Mass.

Chapter Officers Leadership
Training Workshop

All current officers and officers-elect are
cordially invited to attend the annual
Chapter Officers Leadership Training
Workshop, which will take place on
Friday evening, May 18 and Saturday,
May 19 at the Crystal City Hyatt. Details
will be furnished in the next issue of the
newsletter. If you are interested in
attending, please let Mike Noble know
as soon as possible, so the workshop
committee can make adequate plans. If
you have any questions, please call Stu
Sklamm, Capital Region Vice President-
Elect at 301.443.5260 or by fax at
301.443.5462. Stu’s e-mail address is
ssklamm(@hrsa.gov
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May Luncheon Speaker

o close out our program year, the May luncheon will feature remarks
by Wendy M. Comes, CPA, the Executive Director of the Federal
Accounting Standards Advisory Board (FASAB).

Ms. Comes has been with FASAB since its inception and has been directly
involved in many of the standards promulgated. 7She currently chairs the

’I_Accouming and Auditing Policy Com FASAB.
Prior to joining the FASAB staff in 1991, Ms. Comes worked in the utilities
field. Her experience includes consumer advocacy and corporate financial
planning. She served as an auditor and expert witness for the Public Staff of
the North Carolina Utilities Commission. She represented the Navy’s inter-
ests in utility rate cases around the country while employed by the Naval
Facilities Engineering Command. With Potomac Electric Power Company,

Ms. Comes was responsible for long term financial forecasting, cash plan-
ning and bond rating agency presentations.

Ms. Comes graduated with honors from the University of Virginia receiving
a Bachelor of Science degree in Commerce. She is a member of the AICPA
and AGA. She currently Chairs the AGA Professional Certification Board
and is a member of the AGA Certificate of Excellence Board.

Monthly Luncheon
Thursday, May 10, 2001

Grand Hyatt Hotel
1000 H Street, NW (At Metro Center - 11th Street Exit)

11:30 to 12:00 Social

12:00 to 1:10 pm Luncheon Meeting (1 CPE):
Announcements
Lunch

Luncheon Speaker

Costs:
Luncheon: Members $19.00
Non-members $30.00

For reservations, please call the AGA Washington DC Chapter voice mail line at 703,
758.4080 and select option 1. If you prefer, you can register by email to nderu@ukw.com

or you can register at our homepage: www.agadc.org. Please forward your name, agency/
company, and telephone number.
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ublic Service Recognition Week,
Pcelebrated the first Monday

through Sunday in May, honors
those of you who serve America as fed-
eral, state, and local government em-
ployees. AGA is made up of people,
from both the public and private sector,
who serve the public. Throughout the
nation and around the world, public em-
ployees educate citizens about the many
ways in which government serves the
people and how government services
make life better for all of us. AGA’s pri-
mary mission is to educate members and
the public on government financial man-
agement. It is therefore fitting that AGA
celebrate Public Service Recognition
Week and vice versa.

When I think of public servants who, in
my mind, richly deserve recognition (and
the list changes frequently), one person
always on my “Top 107 list is the late
Barbara Jordan, former Congresswoman
from Texas. Barbara Jordan practiced
the art of public service and preached
on the value of being a public servant.
She left us many memorable quotes and
speeches, including her keynote address
at the 1976 Democratic National Con-
vention (a classic). Following is the text
of a speech she delivered in April 1988
to a group of IRS employees at the Aus-
tin (Texas) Compliance Center. Over the
years, it has given me a lot of inspira-
tion and [ want to share it with you.

The Importance of Public Service

“The work that you do as public servants
is important work and you are servants

of the public. I don’t know whether you
feel that the public appreciates the job
that you do, but do you know, if you
didn’t do your job the republic would
collapse? Think about that. If you think
your work is not important, think of what
it would be like in the United States of
America if people who owe taxes didn’t
pay them. Think of what it would be like
if this government had no money for
defense, or any other purpose. Think of
what it would be like, this great
experiment of ours that we know as the
United States of America—a democratic
republic.”

“We have celebrated the Constitution
[since 1787]. What are we celebrating?
This unique experiment. Abraham Lin-
coln gave us a trilogy we use as a defini-
tion of democracy. But my problem with
Abraham Lincoln’s trilogy is that we put
empbhasis on the wrong words. The tril-
ogy is: of, by, for the people. When we
recite the trilogy we say OF the people,
BY the people, FOR the people. You
know how you should recite that? You
should say of the PEOPLE, by the
PEOPLE, for the PEOPLE. This is a
government which has as its base,
people. This is a republic which says,
“here the people will govern.” If the
people fail to govern, there is no gov-
ernment. Without the consent of the
people, the government fails. In order
for the government then to be sustained
and remain viable, the people have to
support it. And you as public servants
collect the revenues which help the
people to support the government. We
cannot afford to do less than our best
effort to see that this government re-
main strong and free and accountable
and responsible and responsive to
people. And you as government ser-
vants, you as public servants, you are
those who have that responsibility.”
[highlights are mine]

“I hope that you wear the badge of pub-
lic service well, because you are called
upon to be the most selfless people in
the world. You are called upon to act on
behalf of the public interest—not your

(Continued on next page)
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Tuesday, May 22, 2001

7:30 - 8:00
8:00 - 8:15
8:15- 9:00
9:00 -10:30
10:30 — 10:45
10:45 - 11:45
11:45- 1:00

Registration/Breakfast
Welcome

Keynote Speaker

Removing Strategic Barriers
Break

Resourcing the New System
Lunch

Financial Systems in Transition
Improving the Chances for Success

Wednesday, May 23, 2001

7:30 - 8:00
8:00- 9:00
9:00 - 10:00
10:00 - 10:30
10:30 - 11:15
11:15 - 12:00
12:00- 1:15

Registration/Breakfast

Keynote Speaker

Data Conversion Best Practices
Break with Exhibitors

Security in an Integrated World
HR Systems Implementation Issues
Lunch

1:00 - 1:45 Challenges in Addressing the Government
Paperwork Elimination Act

1:45 - 2:30 Electronic Grants

2:30- 2:45 Break

2:45- 3:30 JFMIP Initiatives

3:30- 4:30 Changing Central Systems

4:30- 5:00 Pre-Reception Event

5:00- 6:00 Reception and Raffle

To Register

Online: http://www.agadc.org/conferences.html
Fax: (703) 947-2200, Attn: AGA DC Chapter Events

Please register by May 11, 2001 to ensure your space.
Walk-ins are welcome provided space is available. This
conference, however, usually sells out in advance.
Reservations made and not honored will be billed unless
cancelled by May 11, 2001.

Confirmation of registration will not be provided.

Registratio

Name

Agency

Billing Address

E-mail Address:

Phone # (

Fax# ( i

AGA Chapter [0 Washington DC
[0 Northern Virginia
[0 Maryland

[ Other

Registration Questions?

Contact Karen Holmcrans, AGA Director of Education
E-mail: karen.j.holmcrans @accenture.com

Phone: (703) 947-1847

1:15- 2:00 CFO Council Financial Systems Committee
Initiatives

Break with Exhibitors

Evaluating Compliance

Lessons Learned from Financial Management
Systems Implementations

Check the Appropriate Bo.

Member

2:00- 2:30
2:30- 3:15
3:15- 4:30

O s240

Non Member O s270

Student (with valid photo id) O s150

Method of Paymen

Government Voucher
Please bring a copy of the SF 182 on day of conference
Information for the SF 182: Vendor: AGA Washington DC Chapter
Address: PO Box 423
Washington, D.C. 20044-0423

Visa/MasterCard I

(Circle One) (Card Number) (Exp Date)

Check Please make checks payable to AGA - Washington
DC Chapter. If paying by check, bring the check on
day of conference.

Holiday Inn on the Hill

415 New Jersey Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20001

Metro: Union Station (Red Line)
202-638-1616

This year’s conference is co-sponsored by:

PRICEAVATERHOUSE(QOPERS

U.S. Agency for =m
International Development
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Chapter Officers, Directors, and National Representatives.............cccccccvriercimnccerssnessssssssnens

OFFICERS

President, Michael W. Noble, CGFM
Treasury/IRS (202) 622-8216

Email: mike.noble@irs.gov
President-Elect, Janet McBride, CGFM
JFMIP (202) 219-0534

Email: janet.mcbride@gsa.gov

Past President, Vincette Goerl, CGFM
USDA/Forest Service (202) 205-1784
Email: vgoerl@fs.fed.us

Secretary, Cameron M. Weber, CGFM
USAID (202) 712-1972

Email: cameron(@usaid.gov

DIRECTORS

Administration, Germaine P. Rowley, CGFM
Treasury/Customs (202) 927-0451

Email: germaine.p.rowley(@customs.treas.gov
Agency Liaison, Jolene Romanyshyn, CGFM

GSA (202) 501-1084

Email: jolene.romanyshyn(@gsa.gov

Awards, Douglas M. Gandy

Transportation/FTA (202) 366-0989

Email: douglas.gandy@fta.dot.gov

Budget & Finance, Margaret L. (Lucy) Lomax, CGFM
FASAB (202) 512-7359

Email: lomaxm.fasab(@gao.gov

Community Outreach, Kathryn Healy, CPA

Urbach Kahn & Werlin Advisors, Inc. (202) 296-2020
Email: healy@ukw.com

Education, Karen Holmcrans, CGFM, CPA
Andersen Consulting (703) 947-1847

Email: karen.j.holmerans@ac.com

Treasurer, Chad Davis, CGFM

EDS E Strategy (703) 742-2578

Email: chad.davis@eds.com

Assistant Treasurer, Sue Lazich

Software Performance Systems, Inc. (703) 797-7834

Email: slazich@gosps.com

Assistant Secretary/Web Master, David A. Fitz, CGFM, CPA
KPMG Consulting, LLC (703) 615-9026

Email: dfitz@kpmg.com

Membership, Robert L. Buchanan, Jr., CGFM

Anteon Corporation (703) 246-0298

Email: rbuchanan(@anteon.com

Monthly Programs, Phyllis Hunter

Grant Thornton (703) 847-7651

Email: phunter@gt.com

Partnership Liaison, Karl Boettcher, CGFM
Treasury/FMS (202)874-3611

Email: karl.boettcher(@ fms.treas.gov

Prof. Services/Research, Simcha L. Kuritzky, CGFM
American Management Systems, Inc. (703) 227-5796

Email: simcha_kuritzky(@amsinc.com
Publications/Newsletter Editor, Michael D. Sciortino, CPA
Interior (703) 390-6656

Email: michael d sciortino@nbc.gov

Assistant Newsletter Editor, Warren J. Cottingham, CGFM
DOT/U.S. Coast Guard (202) 267-0680

Email: weottingham@comdt.uscg.mil

NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES

Senior Vice President, Paul W. Bognaski, CGFM
HUD (202) 708-4932 ext. 3262
Email: paul w. bognaski@hud.gov

SSOCIATION of
OVERNMENT
CCOUNTANTS

P.O. Box 423
Washington, D.C. 20044-0423
TIN 521102567
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Regional Vice-President-Elect, Stuart R. Sklamm, CGFM
HHS (301) 443-5260

Email: Ssklamm(@hrsa.gov

Capital Region Vice-President, William J. Anderson, CGFM
GAO (202) 512-9319

Email: andersonw(@gao.gov
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