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Pre sident’s Message 
Mari Hughes 

AGA Albuquerque Chapter President 

Happy Spring fellow AGA Albuquerque Chapter members! In typical NM fashion, Spring has

been ushered in with some interesting weather.  

We were very pleased with the turnout for our Winter Series training held on February 2nd,

2023 at the Nusenda Credit Union Training Center. This was only our second in person train-

ing event since the pandemic (the first was last year’s PDT) and over 40 people turned out! It 

was really great to see people in person again. Our next in person event is the 2023 Profession-

al Development Training (PDT), which will be held at Santa Ana Star Casino and Hotel on 

April 12th and 13th. We’ve got some great sessions planned, plus a reception on the first night 

and a raffle with some great prizes. There will be a virtual option for those who can’t attend in 

person, however only select sessions will be offered virtually. I hope to see you there in person!  

Finally,  it is renewal season so please take a moment to renew your membership and respond

to the membership survey Krista sent out to everyone. Responses to the membership survey 

helps us to improve and provide more value for your membership. We are genuinely interested 

in your opinion. 

Last, but not least, a new program year will soon be upon us. I would like to encourage any-

one who has been thinking of being more involved with AGA to join the Chapter Executive 

Committee (CEC), we’re always excited to welcome new faces! If you’re interested, please reach 

out to myself or any member of the CEC.  

I want to thank everyone for your continued support of AGA and the Albuquerque Chapter. I 

hope to see you all at the PDT – remember, register by April 5th! See you there! 

Mari Hughes 

AGA Albuquerque Chapter President 

mhughes@cabq.gov 

505.768.3277  
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A GA Members Spotlight 

Where do you work and what is your role? 
I work for the City of Albuquerque as an Accounting Systems Coordinator; however, I 

am very new to this position. For the past 7 years, I was a Principal Accountant on the 

Grants Team for the City. My primary role was to provide system and fiscal support to 

departments with regards to their respective grants. For the first few years in the posi-

tion, I also did year-end fund work.  

What is your education and why was it important to you 

to obtain a CGFM 

certification? 
I have a Master’s degree in Business Administration (MBA). When the CGFM program 

was introduced to us, I knew that getting a CGFM certification would be beneficial to 

my job and career. I enjoy learning new things and consider myself a life-long l 

earner. You’re “never too old” and “knowledge is power” are words I live by. It helps 

that I am curious by nature. I knew that I didn’t have a full picture of what we did or 

why we did it so my hope was that the study materials for the CGFM would help me 

expand my knowledge and put the pieces together. And, I was right! 

How is the AGA helpful in your career? 
It has given me an understanding of the annual ACFR and all the different components and work that goes into it. Having this 

knowledge has opened my eyes to how and why certain jobs/positions contribute to its creation. I also believe it could provide 

people a leg up when it comes to moving up within an organization.  

What are some of your hobbies and interests? 
My hobbies and interests include hiking, art, thrifting and health and wellness. My granddaughters are a big part of my life and 

we enjoy baking together. 

What advice do you have for other Government finance employees? 
My advice would be to begin your CGFM journey today, if you haven’t done so. It took me a while to get into a good study  

routine, but once I found what worked for me, I was able to do it consistently. Eventually, I got to a point where I felt ready to 

take the exam(s).  The time and effort were well worth it!  

 

Leslie A. Martin, MBA, CGFM 

City of Albuquerque 
Accounting Systems Coordinator 

Operations, Finance & Administrative 

Services 
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2023 Professional Development Training 

  GROWING THE FUTURE OF GOVERNMENT 
 

            REGISTER BEFORE WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5th 
                          https://forms.office.com/r/6VfX67d2Mz 

 
 

                                                                            In Person or Virtual 

   8 hours CPE / Day 

 

 

   2 Day PDT 

   Wednesday & Thursday, April 12th and 13th 

   Member Rate: $285 

   Non-Member Rate: $335 

 

 

   1 Day PDT 

   You choose the day 

   Member Rate: $185 

   Non-Member Rate: $210 

 

 

                         Location: 

                                 Santa Ana Star Casino 

                                 54 Jemez Canyon Dam Rd. 

                                 Santa Ana Pueblo, NM 87004 

 

                                 Room Rate: $98 (use group code 3802) 

                                 Reserve room before Wednesday, March 22, 2023 
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MMember Milestones  
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5 Year Anniversaries 
Linda Cutler-Padilla 

Vickie Ortiz 

Carmela Little 

Joshua T. Catellano-Gonzalez, CGFM 

Rachel Apodaca 

Melarie M. Gonzales 

Amanda R. Trujillo 

Corrine Zajac-Clarkson 

Jennifer N. Baca,. CGFM, CFE 

Marianne T. Kemp, CGFM, CPA 

Dolores M. Perea 

Crystal M. Funes 

 

Joshua Trujillo, CGFM, CPA 

Perry O. Valdez 

Lisa M. Storey 

Roberta Smith 

Sara Specht, CGFM, CFE, CPA 

Sarah Brack, CGFM 

Laura E. Beltran-Schmitz, CGFM 

Maria D. Fidalgo, CGFM 

James Hartogensis, CGFM, CPA 

John E. McCoy II 

Donna M. Sandoval, CGDM, CISA, CISM 

Bryan M. Maestas, CGFM 

William R. Stoffels 

Krista Glanes-Chavez 

Yvonne T. Segovia 

Sanjay Bhakta, CGFM 

Maryam R. Hughes, CGFM 

Rachael I. Monarch 

Peter Gilmour, CGFM 

Gilbert T. Kometa, CGFM 

Amy L. Myer 

Modesto J. Tapia 

Stephanie M. Yara, CGFM, CPA 

Raul Joseph Anaya, CGFM, CPA 

Georgie Ortiz, CGFM, CPA 

Hieu T. Cruz 

10 Year Anniversaries 

15+ Year Anniversaries 
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Joshua T. Castellano-Gonzalez, CGFM 

Marianne T. Kemp, CGFM, CPA 

Laura E. Beltran-Schmitz, CGFM 

James Hartogensis, CGFM, CPA 

Stephanie M. Yara, CGFM, CPA 

Raul Joseph Anaya, CGFM, CPA 

Peter Gilmour, CGFM 

 

Joshua Trujillo, CGFM, CPA 

Sarah Brack, CGFM 

Maria D. Fidalgo, CGFM 

Javier Machuca, CGFM, CPA 

Donna M. Sandoval, CGFM, CISA, CISM 

Georgie Ortiz, CGFM, CPA 

Leslie Martin, CGFM 

 

Jennifer N. Baca, CGFM, CFE 

Sara Specht, CGFM, CFE., CPA 

Gilbert T. Kometa, CGFM 

Sanjay Bhakta, CGFM 

Maryam R. Hughes, CGFM 

Bryan M. Maestas, CGFM 

Christopher Bitakis, CGFM 

 

CGFM Members 

 

A GA CGFM Members 
                        Renew Today! 
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Elyse Barnes, CGFM 

Tamara L. Hana, CGFM 

Tracy R. Milman, CGFM 

Melissa Dazie, CGFM 

Martin E. Mathisen, CGFM 

Lee Adams Baldwin, CGFM 

Heather J. R. Prudhomme, CGFM, CPA, CGMA 

 

Michael J. Vigil II, CGFM 

Pamela Fanelli, CGFM 

Daniel O. Trujillo, CGFM, CPA, CFE 

Clark Cagle, CGFM 

Jeffrey A. Brown, CGFM 

Jeffrey Canney, CGFM 

Kimberly Hallatt, CGFM 

Sarah M. Lee, CGFM 

Dominic Donio, CGFM 

Misty L. Schuck, CGFM, CFE, CGMA, CPA 

Danny A. Martinez, CGFM 

Leann M. Bell, CGFM 

Matthew Bone, CGFM 

Johnny I. Mangu, MBA, CGFM, CPA 

CGFM Members (Continued) 

 

A GA CGFM Members 
                        Renew Today! 



 

 

Membership in AGA has many privileges, including education and networking 

opportunities, awards and scholarship programs, discounts on training, and access 

to our resources. 

 

Like Saving Money? 

 AGA’s training opportunities are value-priced, and members receive Discounted (and free) rates. 

Got Problems? AGA has Solutions! 

 Intergov features FREE tools to prevent fraud, reduce improper payments, improve outcomes and miti-

gate risk. 

Extra! Extra! Read All About It! 

 Membership includes a subscription to the quarterly Journal. 

Zero Dollars! 

 Members receive quarterly webinars for FREE! That’s 6 CPEs annually. 

Can’t Sleep? 

 Access recordings from AGA events and earn CPE at your pace, at any time—day or night. We are al-

ways open! And...members receive discounted rates! 

Informative, Insightful, Thought-Provoking...All for You! 

 AGA’s Accountability Talks Podcasts are a convenient, mobile, FREE way to learn hot topics in govern-

ment financial management. 

Get a Leg Up on the Competiton 

 AGA members received discounts on the CGFM application and renewal fees, as well as the Intensive 

Review Course. 

Here’s My Number...So Call Me Maybe 

 Members find and connect with fellow members via the AGA membership directory. 

And...So Much More! 

 Learn more and share with your colleagues: agacgfm.org/benefits. 

 

A GA Members Priveleges 

AGA Albuquerque Chapter | April 2023 | page 8 

agacgfm.org/benefits


 

 

AGA ALBUQUERQUE CHAPTER 

2022- 2023 CEC Roster 

Below is the listing of your AGA Albuquerque Chapter Executive Committee.  CEC meetings are held 

virtually the first Tuesday of every month beginning at 5:30 pm.  If you’d like to attend, please email 

Title Name Email Address 

President Maryam (Mari) Hughes, CGFM mhughes@cabq.gov 

Past President Alan D. "AJ" Bowers, Jr., CPA, CITP abowers@CRIcpa.com 

President Elect Emily Wilson, CPA, CFE Emily.Wilson@claconnect.com 

Accountability Donna Sandoval, CGFM, CISA, CISM donnasandoval@cabq.gov 

CGFM Chair Jennifer Baca, CGFM, CFE JenniferN.Baca@state.nm.us 

Membership Krista Gianes-Chavez kgianes@nmjsc.org 

Secretary Benjamin Martinez, CPA bmartinez312@cnm.edu 

Education Co-chair Matt Bone, CPA, CGMA, CGFM Matthew.Bone@claconnect.com 

Education Co-chair Emily Wilson, CPA, CFE Emily.Wilson@claconnect.com 

Webmaster 

 
Heather Prudhomme, CPA, CGFM, 
CGMA hjprudh@sandia.gov 

Treasurer Pamela Fanelli, CMA, CGFM pfanelli@mrgcd.us 

Historian Sara Specht, CPA, CFE, CGFM sspecht@cricpa.com 

Newsletter Alan D. "AJ" Bowers, Jr., CPA, CITP abowers@CRIcpa.com 

Student Member Marisa Maestas mmaestas3@unm.edu 
 
Community Service  
     Co-chair Kory Hoggan, CPA, CIA Kory.Hoggan@mossadams.com 
Community Service  
     Co-chair Bryan Maestas, CGFM bryan.maestas@nnmc.edu 

Awards Christopher Gregory, CPA christopher.gregory@claconnect.com 

Member at Large Robi Gonzales robscarts3@yahoo.com 

NCC Representative Jennifer Baca, CGFM jennifern.baca@outlook.com 
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