
Association of Government Accountants – Olympia Chapter  
Board Meeting Minutes 

December 17, 2019 
State Board for Community & Technical Colleges 

Olympia, WA 

Present: 

Stefanie Niemela (via phone)  
Bret Brodersen  
Grace Francis-Simon  
Kendra Thomas 
 

Maryam Jacobs   
Denise Nguyen 
Laura Saunders (via phone) 

Absent: Mike Paquette 
Heidi Algiere 
 

 

President’s Report (Stefanie Niemela):  
Approval of minutes – The minutes from the November 2019 meeting were approved. 
 
Membership Report (Bret Brodersen):   
The chapter has no new members.  Bret reminded board members that next month the drive for 2020 
membership will be begin   
 
Treasurer’s Report (Denise Nguyen): 
As of November 30, 2019, the Chapter had $11,025.20 in its bank account.  Currently there is one 
outstanding check for $25.00, a donation to Centralia College Foundation for Bret Brodersen’ s 
presentation at the September Internal Control Training.  In addition, $2700.00 of revenue is expected 
from Eventbrite for fees paid for the November Washington State Ethics for CPAs training. 
 

Live Programs (All):   
• The IRS W-4 Training is scheduled for January 15, 2020 at SBCTC’s Cascade conference room 

from 10 to 12.  The training will be free to participants and will be available via WebEx to 
allow interested parties to participate using their computer.  The board discussed the 
possibility of providing refreshments and decided against it. 

• The group discussed plans for bringing a speaker to discuss new GASB’s. Denise will work 
with Brian Tinney to contact and schedule a speaker.  



Scholarship Chair (Kendra Thomas):    
• Kendra reported on the mail received.  The Chapter received a thank you note from Centralia 

College’s Foundation with a picture of the recipient of the Chapter’s 2020 scholarship.  In 
addition, the board received a card from SPSCC requesting donations for scholarships.   

• Bret reported that Centralia college has changed its process for scholarships and requires funds 
for the 2020-21 scholarships by December 31.  The board voted and approved a $500 
scholarship to the college for the next academic year. 

• The board also discussed scholarships to other institutions.  Bret and Stefanie reported that the 
Chapter had donated funds to SPSCC in the past, but the college had been difficult to work with. 

• Kendra followed up on Saint Martin’s email.  She stated she had not yet spoken to Tim who had 
emailed HCA asking for information on Internal Audit shops, but would let the board know as 
soon as she heard anything. 

 On-Line Education (Heidi Algiere): 

• Currently the Chapter webpage is showing the next Webinar on Eventbrite, but no agenda or 
information on the event is posted.  Denise reported that there is still no information on the 
event on the training website, and she will continue to check for the information.  The event is 
also advertised on FMAC’s webpage, but no link to register for the event is available.  Denise will 
contact Anwar and ask him to add the link for registration.  Stefanie stated that a brief 
description of the event is available on the AGA national website.  Denise or Mike will add this 
description to the website until more information is available. 

• Stefanie noted that the next webinar is the only one on the Chapter website and reminded 
everyone that all upcoming webinars should be advertised.  She also told members that the 
website had a section with upcoming events for 2019 advertised that should be changed to 
2020.  Kendra or Denise will contact Mike to ask him for these updates. 

Web Design (Mike Paquette):  No items to report  
 
Chapter Recognition (Laura Saunders):  
Laura had no items to report, but did remind members that the Chapter Recognition report is due by 
month end.  She asked all members to send her any items they have for the report by next weekend. 

CGFM (Grace Francis-Simon)  
Grace has no update on the possibility of offering joint training for the CGFM certification.  She has 
spoken to an Idaho board member, but they do not have any concrete plans, but did find out the Boise 
Chapter does have the ability to offer the trainings as a webinar.  Grace also plans to contact Oregon on 
the matter.  Stefanie told her that she would be able to find contacts on the AGA national website for 
other chapters and Laura promised to look through her notes for any contacts she met during the 
Leadership Conference last year.   

Other Business:   
• Grace asked about the possibility of using some of the Chapter funding for community 

service.  Stefanie stated that since dues were collected for use for scholarships and training, 
donating money for public service may not be allowed and could be an issue for some 
members.  She did agree that the Chapter could get involved in another type of Community 



Service that did not require a donation.  Board members agreed to look into having a drive 
for the foodbank or the salvation army.  Maryam promised to contact the Thurston County 
Food Bank and Salvation Army and find out the process and what was needed. 

Meeting was adjourned at 12:50 p.m. 

Next meeting location and date: 

January 21, 2020 – 12:00 p.m.  
Annual Holiday Luncheon 

Anthony’s Homeport 
Olympia, WA 
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