
Association of Government Accountants – Olympia Chapter  
Board Meeting Minutes 

January 21, 2020 
Anthony Homeport Restaurant 

Olympia, WA 

Present: 

Stefanie Niemela  
Bret Brodersen  
Mike Paquette 
Heidi Algiere 
 

Maryam Jacobs   
Denise Nguyen 
Laura Saunders 
Kendra Thomas 

Absent: Grace Francis-Simon  

 

President’s Report (Stefanie Niemela):  
Approval of minutes – The minutes from the December 2019 board meeting was approved. 
 
Membership Report (Bret Brodersen):   
The chapter has no new members.  This February the drive for membership will begin and members 
have already begun receiving reminder emails.  Bret noted that some members have experienced 
problems in renewing or joining AGA due to the organizations poor invoicing practices.  He also noted 
that both WFOA and IIA have increased their dues and in the case of WFOA, this has resulted in a 
decline in membership.  He reminded the board that this may result in an increase in AGA membership. 
 
Treasurer’s Report (Denise Nguyen): 
The chapter has approximately $13,000.  The only outstanding check is one to Grace for a $30 
reimbursement for purchase of food for training.  Denise requested approval for payment of three 
outstanding expenses.  They were as follows: 

• Payment of $400.76 to SAO as payment for Scott Wolfe’s training in November 2019; 
• Payment of $106.00 to renew the chapter’s post office box; and 
• Payment for the board holiday luncheon. 

The board approved payment of all expenses.  Denise also informed the Board that she has received a 
receipt from the Centralia College Foundation for the $500 scholarship and a check for the registration 
fees from the November Ethics training from EventBrite. 

Live Programs (All):   
• David Bean has confirmed that he can provide training on the afternoon of Wednesday, 

April 22.  The chapter has reserved three rooms in the Helen Sommers building for the 
event.  FMAC will share expenses for the event, which is expected to cost about $200 for 
each of the two organizations.  Denise will arrange for food and light refreshments for the 



event.  The topic of the training will be GASB updates and David has agreed to focus on 
GASB 87, revenue recognition rules, and upcoming GASBs. 
 

• The group also discussed the possibility of providing more IRS training.  Maryam agreed to 
contact IRS to ask what other trainings are available and about the possibility of getting 
additional live training. 

Scholarship Chair (Kendra Thomas):    
Kendra did not have anything to report on scholarships, but she reported on the mail received by the 
Board as follows: 

• An invoice from USPS for renewal of the mailbox.  Kendra pointed out that the notice states the 
rental rate would be increasing in February so it would save money to renew this month; 

• A receipt from Centralia College’s Foundation for the scholarship; 
• A notice that the Centralia College Foundation has moved, along with the foundations annual 

report and a thank you letter from the scholarship. 

Stefanie asked about the status of her communication with the St. Martin’s faculty member interested 
in internal audit and Kendra reported she had tried to contact him twice but hadn’t received a response. 

On-Line Education (Heidi Algiere): 
The next scheduled webinar is in February and a conference room in OB2 has been reserved for the 
event.  Stefanie stated she would be available to attend that event, but they will need a board member 
to help with and attend the March webinar. 

Stefanie asked if information on all upcoming webinars were posted on the chapter website, and Mike 
confirmed that all but the last two are on-line, but he didn’t have a location for those last two.  Heidi 
stated that rooms in the leg building has been reserved for both and Mike stated he would update the 
site with this information. 

Web Master (Mike Paquette):   
Mike informed the board that he is behind in posting minutes and doesn’t have the minutes for the last 
three board meetings posted.  Maryam agreed to send those minutes to him electronically.  
 
Chapter Recognition (Laura Saunders):  
Laura informed the board that she had not had a chance to submit chapter recognition points last 
month, so she would roll those items into the next report. 
 

CGFM (Grace Francis-Simon)  
No Report 

Other Business:   
• Maryam informed the board that she had contacted Salvation Army and St. Paul’s about 

donation collections.  Salvation Army is currently under construction and they are only providing 
shelter and breakfast at this time.  St. Paul’s is taking donations, but they stated that there was a 
bigger need for assistance at the Thurston County’s Women’s Pregnancy Aid.  She stated that 



the organization currently was in need of size 4 diapers, baby food and new car seats (federal 
law prohibits the organization from taking used car seats).  The board decided that they would 
use the upcoming webinars and trainings to collect items for the organization and Mike stated 
he would put information on the drive and organization on the chapter website. 

• The board also spoke of the possibility of volunteering and donating to the Spring YMCA Run in 
May and the Thurston County Humane Society fundraiser in June.  Maryam agreed to write a 
draft memo for board approval, notifying members of the boards plan to participate and donate 
to these events.  Once the email has been approved, Bret will send it out and if there are no 
objections from members, the board will look into participating in these events.   

• Finally, Maryam asked about the possibility of bringing in training and holding them at SBCTC for 
the colleges to be able to participate.  She noted that the colleges needed and had asked for 
training, but since they were disbursed all over the state, they couldn’t attend in person.  Having 
the trainings at SBCTC would give them the opportunity to participate through the web and 
SBCTC’s management was supportive of the idea.  Stefanie noted that the chapter had ran into 
problems for use of state facilities for training in the past and charging members for attending, 
even if the venue was rented.  Maryam agreed to speak to SBCTC’s management about getting 
an AG opinion on the matter. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 12:43p.m. 

Next meeting location and date: 

February 18, 2020 – 12:00 p.m.  
Helen Sommers Building 

Olympia, WA 
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