
Association of Government Accountants – Olympia Chapter  
Board Meeting Minutes 

February 18, 2020 
Office of State Treasurer 
Helen Sommers Building  

Olympia, WA 

Present: 

Stefanie Niemela  
Grace Francis-Simon 
Mike Paquette 
Heidi Algiere 
 

Maryam Jacobs   
Denise Nguyen 
Laura Saunders 
Kendra Thomas 

Absent: Bret Brodersen 
 

 

President’s Report (Stefanie Niemela):  
The board needs to forward the names of individuals that will be attending this year’s leadership 
conference by March 6th.  The conference will be held from April 30 to May 2 in Fort Worth, Texas.  
Stefanie will forward everyone the email from nationals with details. Stefanie will be attending, Mike 
and Kendra will check their schedules to see if they are able to go, and Laura volunteered to go as a last 
resort, if Kendra and Mike couldn’t attend. 
 
Membership Report (Bret Brodersen):   
Bret emailed the board the latest membership report.  Currently the chapter has 58 members, which 
includes two student members.  One new member has joined the chapter since the beginning of the 
year.  As of today, 42 members have not renewed their membership.  Bret will send reminders to 
members about renewing their dues on March 5, 2020. 
 
Treasurer’s Report (Denise Nguyen): 
The chapter’s bank balance was $12,335.97 as of January 31, 2020.  There are two checks outstanding.  
One for $37.47 to Grace for the November Ethics training and the check for $190.00 for the chapters 
annual luncheon.  Denise also reported that she had received a receipt for the payment renewing the 
post office box. 
 
Live Programs (All):   

• April GASB Training - Kendra is completing the brochure for David Bean’s April training.   She 
still needs information on the room it will be held in and the website for EventBrite.  Heidi 
provided information on the location and Denise stated she had added the event to 
EventBrite and would send the link to Kendra.  She asked if she should add David Bean’s 



biographical information to the back of the brochure and the board agreed this would be a 
good location for it.  She will send the advertisement, with all the added information, to 
Stefanie and everyone else for approval this week.  Once the brochure has been approved, 
Mike will email it to members, Heidi will distribute the information to FMAC members, and 
Maryam will distribute it to IIA members. 
  
Heidi asked if the board wanted to provide light refreshments for the event.  The board 
approved snacks and light drinks for the training, the cost of which will be split with FMAC.  
Heidi volunteered to coordinator the purchase and delivery of the refreshments and Mike 
agreed to introduce the speaker at the beginning of the event.   
 
Stefanie reminded members that the chapter also has a webinar on the same day 
immediately before the training, so some coordination and extra help will be required.  
Stefanie will take care of CPE certificates as soon as Denise provides her with the names of 
those who have registered.  Kendra stated she will be able to help with the events.  Stefanie 
also asked Denise to contact the speakers to ask what he will need for his presentation. 
 
The board also agreed to hold the drive for supplies to donate to the Thurston County 
Pregnancy Aid at the GASB training.  Kendra stated she would add language to the brochure 
asking members to bring supplies.  Maryam volunteered to bring in bins to collect items and 
to take anything received to the organization after the event. 
 
 
IRS Training – Maryam informed the board that she had received an email from Cheryl B. 
from the IRS with answers to attendee’s questions from the January training and would 
distribute the information to all participants in the next few days.  The board asked her to 
contact Cheryl to see if she would be able to provide more training and if so, what types are 
available.  She also agreed to ask Cheryl if she had received approval from the IRS to 
distribute her PowerPoint presentation from the January training. 

Scholarship Chair (Kendra Thomas):    
Kendra informed the board that she had received acknowledgement from Centralia College’s foundation 
that they had received the scholarship money.    

Stefanie informed members that AGA Headquarters had to scholarships for students to attend PDT 
training in Texas, and the chapter should advertise this.  Kendra agreed to put together a blurb to be 
posted on the chapter website notifying members of this opportunity.   

 

On-Line Education (Heidi Algiere): 
The Board’s next webinar is scheduled on March 4 at DSHS.  Heidi will check with Anwar to see if he is 
available to help.  Denise and Kendra both stated they would also be in attendance and could help out 
as needed. 



Web Master (Mike Paquette):   
Mike had no updates.  He added that he will update the chapter website with information on the GASB 
training in the next few days. 
 
Chapter Recognition (Laura Saunders):  
Laura had no updates, but reminded members to send her anything they have for the CAP report. 
 

CGFM (Grace Francis-Simon)  
No updates. 

Other Business:   
Maryam informed the board that she would not be in town for the March 17 meeting and asked that 
someone else take minutes.  Since this meeting is schedule at SBCTC and Maryam will not be in 
attendance, Kendra and Mike agreed to host the event at HCA. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 12:45 p.m. 

Next meeting location and date: 

March 17, 2020 – 12:00 p.m.  
Washington State Health Care Authority 

626 8th Avenue SE  
Olympia, WA 


	President’s Report (Stefanie Niemela):
	Membership Report (Bret Brodersen):
	Treasurer’s Report (Denise Nguyen):
	Live Programs (All):
	Scholarship Chair (Kendra Thomas):
	On-Line Education (Heidi Algiere):
	Web Master (Mike Paquette):
	Mike had no updates.  He added that he will update the chapter website with information on the GASB training in the next few days.
	Chapter Recognition (Laura Saunders):
	Laura had no updates, but reminded members to send her anything they have for the CAP report.
	CGFM (Grace Francis-Simon)
	Other Business:

