
Association of Government Accountants – Olympia Chapter  
Board Meeting Minutes 

April 21, 2020 

Skype – Virtual Meeting 

Present: 

Stefanie Niemela  

Bret Brodersen  

Mike Paquette 

Heidi Algiere 

 

Maryam Jacobs   

Denise Nguyen 

Grace Francis-Simon 

Kendra Thomas 

Absent: Laura Saunders  

 

President’s Report (Stefanie Niemela):  

 Approval of minutes – The minutes from the January and February 2020 board meetings were 
approved. 
 

 President’s Report – Stefanie stated that she had received an email from AGA Nationals asking 
chapter leaders to report any scheduled upcoming trainings. She reported that the chapter did not 
have anything scheduled. Stefanie also let board members know that as of today, the July AGA 
conference was still scheduled and she had not received any notification of it being changed to a 
virtual event. 
 

 AGA Webinars - Next Stefanie reported on the results of the last AGA webinar on April 8, 2020. The 
Nationals gave each chapter that had purchased the webinar previously unlimited spots and the 
event reached capacity, which caused connection and streaming issues. As a result, chapters will be 
limited to 35 participants for future webinars, with the option of purchasing additional spots ($235 
for 25 additional spots). Stefanie stated that Nationals was losing money on these events and that 
all future webinars would probably have limited capacity.  
 
The next scheduled webinar is scheduled for tomorrow, April 22, 2020. Stefanie purchased 
additional spots since more than 35 members had already registered for the event.  
 

Treasurer’s Report (Denise Nguyen): 

 Treasurer’s Report – The chapter had $12,227.09 in its account on March 31, 2020.  During the 

previous month the only activity on the account was the payment of $110.00 for Stefanie’s 

annual dues and earned interest of .55c. 

 

 Approval of Payment – The board approved reimbursing Stefanie $235.00 for the payment she 

made for additional spots for the April 22, 2020 webinar. Denise will mail the check to Stefanie. 

 



Membership Report (Bret Brodersen):   

 Membership Report – As of today, Bret reported that 11 members had not renewed their 

membership. One of these members has retired and probably would not renew. Of the 11 

members that had not renewed, 4 were board members.  Bret stated he would email those 

individuals separately to let them know who they are. The number of student members remains 

at 2.  The membership for students expires in August 2020. 

 

 Member Recognition – Bret reported that one of the chapter’s members will be eligible for a 

lifetime membership next year. The individual is a federal employee that has been with AGA 

since 1980. In addition, in the next three years, 4 other individuals will have over 40 years as 

members and 3 will have over 30 years. For one of these individuals, Bret had limited 

information since only their personal email was on the chapter membership report.  Stefanie 

promised she would call the nationals and try to get more information on this member. 

 

Bret stated that although no action by the board was required, he thought some type of 

recognition by the chapter would be a nice gesture.  The board agreed and discussed how this 

could be done.  It was decided that these individuals would be recognized by a profile on the 

chapter’s website and an email to membership.  Prior to any public recognition, Bret agreed to 

email the members and ask their permission to release this information.  

 

Live Programs (All):   
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, all live trainings have been canceled. The board agreed to wait until 

restrictions are lifted before planning or rescheduling any events.   

 Virtual Training - Board members discussed the possibility of having virtual trainings. Stefanie 

stated that there are multiple companies that provided this service and would look into some 

options and report on these at the next meeting. She also promised to call nationals to see if 

they had any tools available to the chapters. 

 Use of SBCTC Conference Room  Board members acknowledged that they had received the email 

from SBCTC’s Director of Business Services who had checked with the ATG office and received 

approval for use of the agency’s conference room for training. The board would be required to 

pay a minimum fee of $200 for use of the room. The board agreed to revisit ideas for use of the 

room after the COVID-19 restrictions have been lifted. 

 

On-Line Education (Heidi Algiere): 

 April 22, 2020 Webinar – Stefanie reported that as of this morning 19 members who had initially 

signed up for the webinar had not registered. She noted that she had purchased additional spots 

for the session due to the number of individuals that had signed-up for the training and if these 

individuals did not participate, the chapter would have made the $235.00 payment for nothing.  

Bret promised to send an email from his city account next morning notifying the individuals that 

they needed to complete the registration to participate. Heidi suggested sending them an email 

asking if they had any questions and letting them know that the chapter had paid an addition 



fee for their attendance. Board members received the names of unregistered attendees that 

worked in their individual agencies and promised to contact them after the meeting. 

 

Web Master (Mike Paquette):   
Mike reported that he still needs to adds the information about the May webinar to the website and 

asked if Stefanie had received confirmation that the event will be virtual.  Stefanie stated she hadn’t 

heard anything, but would email Nationals to ask. She suggested Mike state on the website that sign-up 

would be open soon and ask members to check back. 

The Board members asked what the process would be if the webinar was not offered on-line and the 

state still restricted gatherings. Stefanie stated if this happened, she would ask for a refund or for a 

credit for next year. Stefanie also informed member that due to the cost and logistics, if the current 

COVID-19 restrictions remained in place, National may not put-on training Webinars next year due to 

the cost.   

 

Scholarship Chair (Kendra Thomas):    
Kendra did not have anything to report on scholarships. She informed the board that she would file the 

chapter’s federal tax report next weekend. 

 

Chapter Recognition (Laura Saunders):  

No report 

 

CGFM (Grace Francis-Simon)  
Grace had no update.  She stated she had sent an advertising flyer for review to the board and had not 

received any feedback.  She promised to re-send it for review. 

 

Other Business:   

 Stefanie asked who had filed the Secretary of State report last year and if anyone remembered 

when it was due.  Members promised to check (the report was filed by Maryam Jacobs in 2019 

and is due for renewal in August 2020). 

 The board also discussed plans for the May 13, 2020 upcoming webinar.  Stefanie stated that 

she would draft an email to send to members describing how to sign-up and Mike stated he 

would post required information to sign-up on the chapter’s website. 

Meeting was adjourned at 12:43p.m. 

Next meeting location and date: 

May 19, 2020 – 12:00 p.m.  

Helen Sommers Building 

Olympia, WA 


