
Association of Government Accountants – Olympia Chapter  
Board Meeting Minutes 

August 18, 2020 

Virtual Meeting 

Present: 

 

Bret Brodersen 

Mike Paquette 

Heidi Algiere 

 

Maryam Jacobs   

Denise Nguyen 

Laura Saunders 

 

Absent: Stefanie Niemela      Grace Francis-Simon  

Kendra Thomas 

 

President’s Report (Stefanie Niemela):  
No report. 
 

Membership Report (Bret Brodersen):   
Bret noted that the chapter currently had 49 active members and 9 who are suspended for not 
renewing their membership.  Two of these individuals are board members.  He stated that most of those 
who had not paid were from two state agencies, HCA and DFI.  Bret noted that AGA currently has a 
membership drive and if any chapter can get three members to renew their membership by month end, 
they would receive an award.  Bret stated he would email the suspended members to encourage them 
to renew their membership. 
 
Finally, Bret reported he had received the chapter recognition award in the mail and he would post a 
picture of it on the board’s website.  
 

Secretary Report (Maryam Jacobs): 
The minutes for July 2020 were approved by the board.  The minutes for May 202 haven’t been sent by 
anyone.  Maryam will contact Kendra to ask if she was able to complete them. 
 

Treasurer’s Report (Denise Nguyen): 
The chapter’s bank balance, as of July 31, 2020 was $12,085.02.  The chapter reimbursed Stefanie 
$708.00 for the purchases of the CARES webinar and received ½ cost of the seminar ($354) from FMAC. 
In addition, the board also received $66.67 from AGA Headquarters and .54c in interest. 
 
The board approved reimbursing Maryam $10.00 for renewal of the chapter’s business license.  Denise 
received a receipt for the purchase. 
 



Finally, the board approved the purchase of 6 webinars for fiscal year 21.  Members will ask if Stefanie is 
able to make the purchase and be reimbursed the funds.  Maryam will create an invoice for FMAC’s 
portion of the cost. 
 

Live Programs (All):   

No activity 

 

Scholarship Chair (Kendra Thomas):    
Bret asked the board about the possibility of providing a second scholarship to Centralia College.  

Maryam noted she had emailed Grays Harbor College but hadn’t received a response.  The board voted 

to approve a one-time second $500 scholarship for Centralia, with the provision that it be clear to the 

Foundation that this is not an ongoing commitment.  Bret will contact the Foundation to let them know 

of the decision.  This award will be for the 2022 academic year and Centralia College’s Foundation will 

bill the chapter for the funds early in 2021.  The board will discuss if the scholarship will be renewed for 

the 2023 academic year next year. 

 

On-Line Education (Heidi Algiere): 
The board discussed responding to AGA Headquarters offer to purchase a platform for webinars.  

Although the board was in support of the purchase if needed, Heidi pointed out that the chapter may 

not need a platform since no training, except the Ethics for CPA class, is planned.  Maryam agreed to 

email Stefanie and let her know that the board is in support of the purchase if it was needed, but with 

only one training scheduled, it may not be necessary.  

Denise contacted Scott Wolfe at SAO and he agreed to providing the ethics for CPA class.  Denise will 

contact him again for a date he is available and will ask Scott if he has a preferred forum for virtual 

training.  Board decided that they would begin advertising for the event once a date has been 

established.  The board also discussed how much should be charged for the class, but decided to wait on 

a decision until details of the training were confirmed. 

Heidi reminded the board that October is fast approaching and that the first AGA webinar needs to be 

advertised.  Heidi agreed to create a flyer for the event to distribute through IIA and Anwar’s listserv.  

Mike agreed to post the event on the chapter website as soon as a description became available on the 

AGA website.  Mike will also add language to let readers know that there are only 30 seats available and 

that if they sign-up they must attend or they will only be able to participate in future trainings if spots 

are available.   

The group then discussed the possibility of other virtual trainings.  It was decided that the possibility can 

be explored at the beginning of 2021.  Meanwhile, Maryam will contact the board’s IRS contact to ask 

about virtual training, subjects of training, and availability. 



Web Master (Mike Paquette):   

Mike had no updates.  He agreed to update the chapter’s website with the trainings that will be offered 

during the 2020-21 fiscal year.  In addition, the group decided that a notice should be posted on the 

website about the chapter’s policy on individuals who sign-up but don’t attend training or cancel at the 

last moment. 

 

Chapter Recognition (Laura Saunders):  

Laura had no updates.  She reminded the board that the next report is due in September and asked 

everyone to send her any items she can add to the report.   

 

CGFM (Grace Francis-Simon)  
No updates. 

Other Business:   
It is unclear if anyone has been able to check the mail.  Mike promised to contact Kendra to find out if 

she has done so and to go to the post office himself for the mail, if Kendra hasn’t been able to. 

The board members also asked about the chapter’s tax filing.  Mike will also ask Kendra if she has been 

able to do the filing. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 12:52 p.m. 

Next meeting location and date: 

September 15, 2020 – 12:00 p.m.  

Virtual 


