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Executive Biography

John T. “J.T.” Grier, CFA

Managing Director, Public Markets
J.T. Grier is a managing director for the Virginia Retirement System (VRS), with primary responsibility for Public Markets. He joined VRS in 1995 and has more than 25 years of investment experience developing portfolio strategies, asset allocation tools, risk analytics and a high-performing staff. Some of his accomplishments include expanding the equity group’s capabilities to include small capitalization investing, a specialized real estate investment trust (REIT) strategy, large capitalization non-U.S. active and passive mandates, low-volatility U.S. and non-U.S. strategies, emerging markets strategies, and derivative-based hedges and strategic tilts. He is also a member of the VRS Investment Department’s Executive and Management Committees, which oversee all of the department’s activities.
Prior to joining VRS, J.T. was an investment officer with Crestar Securities Corp., consulting downstream correspondent banks on their investment portfolios, asset-liability management and strategic positioning. He has also served as the chair of the VCU Foundation Investment Committee, chair of the CFA Institute Research Foundation, chair of the Richmond Retirement System’s Investment Advisory Committee and is a board member with the Virginia Credit Union and Virginia Executive Institute Alumni Association. J.T. earned a Master of Arts in financial economics from Virginia Commonwealth University, a Bachelor of Science in economics from James Madison University and is a Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) charterholder. He is an avid cyclist who competed for 15 years at a regional and national level, and is the father of four awesome kids. 
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